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FROM: AMBASSADOR BUNKER SAIGON 0248 IMMEDIATE

T0: THE WHITE HOUSE, EXCLUSIVELY EYES ONLY FOR HEHRY A. KISSINGER
1. AT 2778 TONIGHT, NHA SENT ME THE FOLLOW.iNG DOCUMENT ENTITLED
"EEMORANDUM RE RADIO HANOI®S BROADCAST ON OCTGBER 26, 72

AND DR. KISSINGER®S PRESS BRIEFING ON OCTOBER 2§, 727

BEGIK TEXT:

[ON-FILE NSC RELEASE INSTRUCTIONS APPLY]

I MENORANDUM RE RADIO HANOI®S BROADCAST ON
OCTOBER 26, 72 AND DR. KISSIMGER'S PRESS BRIEFING
ON OCTOBER 26, T2

TN THE LIGHT OF DETAILS OF THE PEACE AGREEMENT REVEALED
BY MORTH VIET NAM IN A BROADCAST BY RADIO HatoI AT 13:00 ON
0CTOBER 26, T2 (HANOI TIME) AND SOMNE STATEMENTS BY DR. KISSIHNGER
IN HIS PRESS CONFERENCE AT 11:20 ON OCTOBER 26, 72 (WASHIHGTON
TIME), THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIET HAM RAISES THE
FOLLOWING POINTS:
1. ~ WE ARE VERY SURPRISED BY THE SCHEDULES AS DISCLOSED BY HANOI
ACCORDING TO WHICH: |
AY ON OCTOBER 9, 72 THE UNITED STATES HAD PROPOSED AND
AGREED TO STOP THE BOMBING AND MINING OF NVN ON 18, 72,
THE TWO SIDES WILL PARAFER THE AGREEMENT IN HANOI ON
OCTOBER 19, 72, AND THE FORETIGN MINISTERS OF THE U.S.
AND NVN WILL OFFICIALLY SIGN THE AGREEMENT ON OCTOBER
B) ON OCTOBER 11, 72 THE US HOWEVER HAD PROPOSED TO CHANGE
THE SCHEDULE AS FOLLOWS: ,
- THE US WILL STOP THE BOMBING AND MINING OF NVN ON
OCTOBER 21, 72. '
- THE TWO SIDES WILL PARAFER THE AGREEMENT IN HANOI ON
OCTOBER 22, 72.
- THE FOREIGN MINISTERS OF THE US AND NVN WILL OFFICIALLY
SIGN THE AGREEMENT IN PARIS ON OCTOBER 38, 72.
C) ON OCTOBER 28; 72 THE US AGAIN PROPOSED TO CHANGE
THE SCHEDULE AS FOLLOWS?
- THE US WILL STOP THE BOMBING AND MINING OF HUN ON
OCTOBER 23, 712 _
- THE TWO SIDES WILL PARAFER THE AGREEMENT IN HANOI
0N OCTOBER 24, 72
- THE FOREIGN MINTISTERS OF THE US AND NVN WILL
OFFICIALLY SIGN THE AGREEMENT IN PARIS ON OCTOBER
31, 72,
THIS 1S THE FIRST TIME THAT WE KNOW OF SUCH SCHEDULES TO SIGN
THE AGREEMENT. WE HAVE NOT BEEN ADVISED OF SUCH SCHEDULES
WwITH DR. KISSINGER WAS STILL HOLDING MEETINGS WITH THE OTHER
SIDE IN PARIS AND WHEN HE WAS IN SAIGON.
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WOULD LIXE THE GO NMENT OF THE UNITED S5TAT TO STATE DN THE
VERACITY OF HANOI®YS ASSERTIONS ON THESE SCHEDBLES.

o, - HAKNT DISCLOSED THAT PRESIDEMNT RICHARD HNIXON HAD SENT TO

PHAM VAN DONG TWO MESSAGES WHILE DR. KISSINGER WAS HOLDING
MEETINGS WITH THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC GF VIET NAM IN

»)AIGON.

IN THE FIRST MESSAGE CONVEYED TO PHAM VAN DONG ON OCTOBER

2@, 72 PRESIDENT NIXON WELCOMED THE GOODWILL OF NVH AND
REAFFIRMED THAT THE TEXT OF THE AGREEHENT CAN BE CONSIDERED

AS FINAL, BUT DID HOWEVER RAISE SOME QUESTIONS.

- IN THE SECOND MESSAGE CONVEYED TO PHAM VAN DONG O} OCTOBER

22, 72 PRESIDENT NIXOH EXPRESSED HIS SATISFACTION ON THE EXPLA-
hFlIﬂNS GIVE® BY NUN TO THE QUESTIONS RAISED BY THE US ON OCTDBER
29, 12.

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIET NAM WAS NOT INFORMED

OF THOSE Twe LETTERS. FOR THE RECORD, THE GOVERNMENT OF THE
REPU3LIC OF VIET NAM WOULD LIKE TO BE COMNFIRMED BY THE GOVERN-
MENT OF THE UNITED STATES ON THE VERACITY AS WELL AS THF CONTENT
OF THOSE TMO MESSAGES,

Se = IN }IS DISCUSSIONS WITH THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF
CVIET HAM DR. KISSINGER SAID THAT THE REFERENCE TO THE THREE
(3 COHPTRIES OF TNDOCHINA IN THE TEXT OF THE AGREEMENT DR. KISSINGER
GAVE TO US WwAS A MISTAKE. HOWEVER, AS DISCLOSED BY HANOI THE
REFEREMCE TO THE THREE (3) COUNTRIES OF INDOCHINA IS VERY CLEAR
ggD SERQ}GLY STATED IN OINT 7 AND IN THE LAST SENTENCE OF THE

0aDCa

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIET NAM WOULD LIKE TO HAVE
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES®' COMMENTS ON THIS POINT.

4, THE GOVERHMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIET NAM FEELS THAT IN
HIS PRESS CONFERENCE, DR. KISSINGER HAD MADE MANY RATHER
AMBIGLUOUS STATEMENTS.

A) REFERRING TO THE AGREEMENT, DR. KISSINGER SAID THAT

“"ees WHAT STANDS IN THE WAY OF AN AGREEMENT NOW ARE ISSUES

THAT ARE RELATIVELY LESS IMPORTANT THAN THOSE THAT HAVE ALREADY
BEEN SETTLED".

DR. KISSINGER SAID FURTHER THAT THE PROBLEMS ‘THAT REMAIN TO BE
SOLVED ARE "LINGUISTIC PROBLEMS™

TP &
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TOPSE C RET SENSITIUE 2812457 0OCT 72 VIA CAS CWANNELS (BUNKER)
FINAL SECTION OF 2 ‘

FROM: AMBASSADOR‘BUNKER“ SATIGON 8249 IMMEDIATE
TO: THE WHITE HOUSE, EXCLUSIVELY EYES ONL" FOR HENRY A. XIESINGER

B) REFERRING TO THE ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE CALLED NATIONAL
COUNCIL OF RATIONAL RECONCILIATION AND CONCORD, DR. KISSINGER
SAID THAT "... WE DO NOT CONSIDER THIS A COALITION GOVERNMENT
AND WE BELTEVE THAT PRESIDENT THIEU WAS SPEAKING ABOUT PREVIOUS
VERSIONS OF A COMMUNIST PLAN AND NOT ABOUT THIS VERSION OF THE
COMMUNIST PLAN". - DR, KISSINGER SAID FURTHERMORE THAT “... WE
DO K0T SEE IT. AS ANYTHING COMPARABLE TO A COALITION GOVERNMENT™

AND THAT "... WE VIEW IT AS AN INSTITUTIONALIZATION OF THE ELECTION
COWMISSION THAT WE -PROPOSED ON JANUARY 25, 727,

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIET NAM WISHES TO MAKE CLEAR
THAT, IN THE DISCUSSIONS IN SAIGON, THE GVUN HAD RAISED A NUMBER
OF PRELIMINARY POINTS IN THE DRAFT AGREEMENT. DR. KISSINGER
THEN THOUGHT THAT SOME POINTS COULD BE ACCOMODATED WHILE SOME
OTHER IMPORTANT POINTS ARE DIFFICULT TO ACCOMODATE. FURTHERMORE,
WE HAVE NOT AGREED ON THREE BASIC PRINCIPLES, NAMELY
A) THE NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS MUST WITHDRAW TO NVN
B) THE DMZ SHOULD BE DEFINED CLEARLY
C) THE POLITICAL SOLUTION FOR SV SHOULD BE LEFT TO THE
SOUTH VIEINAMESE PEOPLE TO DECIDE BY THEMSELVES,
AND NOT IMPOSED THROUGH AN ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE
CALLED NATIONAL COUNCIL OF NATIONAL RECONCILIATION AND
CONCORD WITH THREE EQUAL SEGMENTS AND WITH THE
PREROGATIVES AND TASKS OF A COALITION GOVERNMENT.

S0, THERE REMAIN MANY IMPORTANT 'PROBLEMS TO BE SOLVED, AND
THAT THOSE PROBLEMS ARE NOT MERELY "LINGUISTIC PROBLEMS®.

ON THE PARTICULAR ISSUE OF THE COUNCIL, EVEN HANOT DISCLOSED IT
AS A STRUCTURE OF GOVERNMENT, WITH FULL POWERS OF A GOVERNMENT
AND NOT A "LITTLE COUNCIL OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPORTANCE™ AS DR.

K
SSINGER HAD COMMENTEDS
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» TN THE COURSE OF OUR DISCUSSIONS ON THIS PARTICULAR PROBLEM, THE
. GOVERNNENT OF THEREPUBLIC OF VIET NAM HAS REJECTED THE WORDS
"ADNINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE™, "3 EQUAL COMPOBENTS™ AS WILL AS THE
PREROGATIVES AND THE TASKS OF THIS COUNCIL TO ORGANIZE GENERAL
ELECTIOMN.

IN REJECTING IT AS A DISGUISED COALITION GOVERNMENT, PRESIDENT

NGUYEN VAN THIEU WAS SPEAKING ABOUT THIS SPECIFIC COUNCIL IN

THE AGREEMENT AND NOT ABOUT PREVIOUS VERSIONS OF A COMMUNIST

PLAN. ‘

THEREFORE, It THE LIGHT OF DR. KISSINGER'S »u«BIGUOUS STATEMENTS,

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIET Natl, MAKES IT CLEAR

THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES HAS NOT ELABORATED <
AND AGREED WITH THS GOVERMMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIET NAM

ONTHE PRELIMTHARY POINTS RAISED BY THE GVN WHICH DR. KISSINGER

THOUGHT COULD BE ACCOMODATED. o

.FURTHERMDRE AND MOST IMPORTANTLY, THERE ARE STILL MANY
BASIC PRINCIPLES AND NOT “LINGUISTIC PROBLEM" IO BE SOLVED BY
THE TWO0 GOVERNMENTSS

END TEXT.

5. THIS IS OBVIOUSLY AN ELABORATION OF SOME OF THE POINTS THIEU
RATSED WITH ME THIS MORNING, AS REPORTED IN MY 9239, IT IS
CLEAR THAT THIEU SEEMS TO BE OBSESSED WITH THE IDEA THAT THE
COUNCIL OF MATIONAL RECONCILTATION AND CONCORD IS A DISGUISED
COALITION GOVERNMENT. GIVEN HIS. SUSPICIOUS NATURE AND DISTRUST
OF THE COMMUNISTS, I THINK HE MAY FEEL THAT THE DIFFERSNCE IN
WORDING BETWEEN THE ENGLISH AND VIETNAMESE TEXTS MAY BE A JS
o o : DELIBERATE §
J ORT OF DECEPTION ON THE PART OF THE COMMUNISTS. I
"HAVE TRIED TO POINT OUT TO HIM REPEATEDLY THAT THE FUNCTIONS OF THE
CHRC, AS SPELLED OUT IN THE DRAFT AGREEMENT, ARE NOT IN ANY
SSHSE GOVERNMENTAL, BUT APPARENTLY SO FAR WITHOUT EFFECT. I
HAVE, OF COURSE, ASSURED HIM THIS IS A MATTER WHICH YOU WILL BE
TAKING UP WITH THE OTHER SIDE.
3. WARN REGARDS.
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